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Editorial 727 Surgical intervention for T4 lung cancer with infiltration of the thoracic
aorta: Are we back to the archetype of surgical thinking? Œ
Walter Klepetko, MD, Vienna, Austria
Surgery for Congenital
Heart Disease
(CHD)
730 Diagnostic power of aortic elastic properties in young patients with Marfan
syndrome
Daniela Baumgartner, MD, Christian Baumgartner, PhD, Gabor Ma´tya´s, PhD, Beat
Steinmann, MD, Judith Lo¨ffler-Ragg, MD, Elisabeth Schermer, MD, Ulrich Schweigmann, MD,
Ivo Baldissera, MD, Bernhard Frischhut, MD, John Hess, MD, PhD, and Ignaz Hammerer,
MD, Innsbruck, Austria, Zurich and Schwerzenbach, Switzerland, and Munich, Germany
Reduced ascending and descending aortic elastic properties in patients with Marfan syndrome
can be determined noninvasively by M-mode echocardiography. A logistic regression model
including merely aortic parameters showed high sensitivity (95%) and specificity (100%) and
can serve as a predictor for aortic abnormalities associated with Marfan syndrome.
740 The effect of gene transfer with hepatocyte growth factor for pulmonary
vascular hypoplasia in neonatal porcine model [VIDEO]
Masamichi Ono, MD, PhD, Yoshiki Sawa, MD, PhD, Yuji Miyamoto, MD, PhD,
Norihide Fukushima, MD, PhD, Hajime Ichikawa, MD, PhD, Toru Ishizaka, MD, PhD,
Yasufumi Kaneda, MD, PhD, and Hikaru Matsuda, MD, PhD, Osaka, Japan
In vivo gene transfer with HGF via the pulmonary artery using HVJ envelope vector induces
pulmonary angiogenesis in a neonatal porcine model of pulmonary vascular hypoplasia.
746 Three-dimensional echocardiography improves the understanding of left
atrioventricular valve morphology and function in atrioventricular septal
defects undergoing patch augmentation
Catherine Barrea, MD, Ste´phanie Levasseur, MD, Kevin Roman, MB, CHB, Masaki Nii, MD,
John G. Coles, MD, William G. Williams, MD, and Jeffrey F. Smallhorn, MBBS, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada
This study addresses the role of 3-dimensional transesophageal echocardiography in the
evaluation of the left atrioventricular valve in pediatric patients with an atrioventricular septal
defect who underwent leaflet augmentation. Precise correlation with surgical findings was
obtained in 5 cases as to the mechanisms of valvular regurgitation.
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